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A-10 Mission Capable Rate 74%         AFRC Goal 75%
B-52H Mission Capable Rate 46.8%   AFRC Goal 65%

917th Wing Sortie Scoreboard
September  2003
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Front Cover: 1st Lts. Jesse
Hildebrand and Maurice
Kent, 93rd Bomb Squadron
B-52 pilots, prepare a shelter
during Combat Survival
Training Oct. 5 on the East
Reservation. Bomber pilots
honed in on necessary skills
required, should they be
shot down and forced to
survive in a hostile
environment. (Photo by Staff
Sgt. Sherri Savant)

From the Top
Thirty years ago, I packed my car and drove from

Austin, Texas, to Bossier City, La., to begin service
in the United States Air Force. I had just graduated
from law school, and, like most young lawyers, I
was arrogant, obnoxious, impatient and certain that
I knew everything about anything important. Thirty
years later, I’m still obnoxious, but profoundly im-
proved by my experience in the Air Force Reserve.

The 917th Wing has developed a climate of qual-
ity that encourages all of its members to perform up
to their potential. The caring leadership throughout
the unit fosters innovation  and excellence. Years
ago when Dr. Deming’s theories were first intro-
duced, many of us wondered how an organization
could function if everyone in the chain were em-
powered to suggest improvement. We now know.
Our unit effortlessly deploys in support of the war
on terrorism, wins Chief of Staff Awards, and excels
in inspections.

I learned enthusiasm from Master Sgt. Randy
Noble. I remember the first time I saw him erect a tent. He and his team were absolute masters. The
effort they placed in those giant wooden hammers would make Paul Bunyon proud.

I learned duty and thoroughness from Chief Wehling. I remember an Operational Readiness In-
spection in which the toxic free area was located in a field adjacent to the fuels parking lot. After a
successful practice, the weather changed and several inches of rain turned the grass into mud. When
I arrived, the chief had the entire field floored with crate lumber.

From Chief Master Sgt. Cheryl Denson, I learned about humanity and selflessness.  She was the
first among many heroes of the 917th.

I learned professionalism and responsibility from any number of chiefs throughout the unit who,
on a daily basis, set a high standard of integrity and excellence.

From Master Sgt. Denise Aldrich,  I learned patriotism and civic responsibility. She served not only
as a first sergeant, but also as a member of her town’s volunteer fire department. Many times she
showed up to the unit after spending the night fighting fires.

In any number of classes taught by Lt. Col. Charlie Morgan, I learned people skills, the power of
listening, and came to understand better my own personality.

In short, I was fortunate to be assigned to the 917th Wing. Thank you for the privilege of serving
with patriots who fly, fight, support and maintain our jets in defense of freedom. I salute you all.
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ORIBy Master Sgt. Jessica D’Aurizio
Wing Public Affairs

The first step in preparing for the upcoming Operational
Readiness Inspection was completed during the October Unit
Training Assembly. A tabletop exercise of the new Counter
Chemical Warfare Concept of Operations and an overview of
changes that have happened since our last inspection, along with
play area issues were discussed.

“One major change is the alarm signals having the addition of
a green signal. The green signal represents what the yellow one
previously did,” said Senior Master Sgt. Bob Even, Readiness
Flight superintendent. “The yellow signal is now a more elevated
one (see diagram). Another change is the type of boot that is
required. The fishtail boot has been replaced by the pull-on
boot.”

“Everyone will be required to participate whether they are in a
formal Unit Tasking Code tasking or not,” said Brig. Gen. Jack
Ihle, Wing commander. “The 47th Fighter Squadron personnel may
be required to fill in where certain skills are needed.”

The exercise area is still being evaluated to what will meet the
needs of all the areas participating.
-The 93rd Bomb Squadron Operations personnel will relocate their
mission planning cell to the 47th Fighter Squadron Ops building.
-The second floor of the headquarters building will be a play area.
Civilian non players will relocate to the first floor, and first-floor

Preparation begins for ...
players will relocate to the second
floor.
-The Maintenance Operations
Center will relocate to the Wing
building Command Post along with the
Wing Operation Center and Survival
Recovery Center, with their alternate
command post location being the Security
Forces building.
-The 917th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron will
relocate to the Corrosion Control Facility.
 -The Damage Control Center will go to the second floor of
the welding shop.
-Hangar 1 and the A-10 parking area will not be in the play area.
-The toxic free area where personnel will process into Base X will
be in Hoban Hall.
-The contamination control area is proposed to be located near
the play area.

The November Ability to Survive and Operate exercise will
involve all areas with a chemical scenario to determine the level of
communication and response for the real thing. This will be
determined for each work area by the Exercise Evaluation Team
member in that area.

“A scenario will be played out to help areas develop proper
response,” said Even.

Exercise Evaluation Team Member ListingDonna McMillan, 917 MSF
Lt. Col. William Jones, 47 FS
Maj. John Farraro, 917 CES
Maj. Alan Ringle, 93 BS
Capt. Richard Mallard, 917 OG
Capt. Janice Sneed, 917 MDS
Chief Master Sgt. Clint Cates, 917 MXS
Chief Master Sgt. Ernest Federwisch, 917 AMXS
Chief Master Sgt. Jack Guidry, 917 CES
Chief Master Sgt. Timothy Lewandowski, 917 AMXS
Chief Master Sgt. Russell Wilkinson, 917 CES
Senior Master Sgt. Jack Bivens, 917 LRS
Senior Master Sgt. Jackie Davis, 917 AMXS
Senior Master Sgt. Bob Even, 917 CES
Senior Master Sgt. Peter Foster, 917 AMXS
Senior Master Sgt. Charles Hensley, 917 CES

Senior Master Sgt. Bobby Holliday, 917 AMXS
Senior Master Sgt. Victoria Hopson, 47 FS
Senior Master Sgt. Stanley Huff, 917 CES
Senior Master Sgt. Douglas Jackson, 917 CES
Senior Master Sgt. Margaret Mayweather, 917 CF
Senior Master Sgt. Douglas McClain, 917 MSF
Senior Master Sgt. Robert Sessions, 917 CES
Senior Master Sgt. Thomas Templin, 917 LRS
Senior Master Sgt. Howard Waller, 917 CES
Master Sgt. Michael Brooks, 917 LRS
Master Sgt. Jessica D’Aurizio, 917 WG
Master Sgt. Keith Guess, 917 CES
Master Sgt. Jeffrey Hammond, 917 MDS
Master Sgt. Ben Hudman, 917 AMXS

Alarm
Condition If You... This indicates... General Actions

Green

Yellow

Red

Red

Hear: Alarm Green
See: Green Flag

Attack is not probable.

Attack by air or missile is imminent or in progress.

MOPP 0 or as directed (1, 3)
Normal wartime condition

Resume operations.
Continue recovery action.

Hear: Alarm Yellow
See: Yellow Flag

Attack is probable in less than 30 minutes.

MOPP 2 or as directed (1)
Protect and cover assets.

Go to protective shelter or seek best protection with
overhead cover. (2)

Hear: Alarm Red
Siren - Wavering Tone

See: Red Flag

Seek immediate protection with overhead cover.
MOPP 4 or as directed (1)
Report observed attacks.

Hear: Ground Attack
Bugle- Call-To-Arms

See: Red Flag

Take immediate cover. (2, 3)
MOPP 4 or as directed. (1)
Defend self and position.

Report activity.

Attack by ground forces is imminent or in progress.

Black
 Hear: Alarm Black,
Siren - Steady Tone

See: Black Flag

Attack is over and NBC contamination and/or UXO
 hazards are suspected or present.

MOPP 4 or as directed (1, 3)
Perform self-aid/buddy care

Remain under overhead cover or within shelter until
directed otherwise.

USAF Standardized Attack Warning Signals for NBCC Medium and High Threat Areas

Master Sgt. Brenda Pueblo, 917 WG
Master Sgt. Tim Vance, 917 CF
Tech. Sgt. Thurman Armstrong, 93 BS
Tech. Sgt. Christopher Bowman, 917 SFS
Tech. Sgt. Paul Darling, 917 MXS
Tech. Sgt. Yon Hafer, 917 CES
Tech. Sgt. Daniel Hubbard, 917 LRS
Tech. Sgt. Todd Leethy, 917 AMXS
Tech. Sgt. Patrick Pollard, 917 SFS
Tech. Sgt. Jeanette Spears, 917 CF
Staff Sgt. Damon Jacobs, 917 MXS
Staff Sgt. Rodney Rollins, 917 SVS
Senior Airman Jason Croley, 917 MDS
Senior Airman Michael Kaiser, 917 CES
Senior Airman Doniel Kidd, 917 SVS
Senior Airman Brian Martin, 917 CES

1. Wear field gear and personal body armor (if issued) when outdoors or when directed.
2. Commanders may direct mission-essential tasks or functions to continue at increased risk.
3. This alarm condition may be applied to an entire installation or assigned to one or more defense sectors or  zones.
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By Tech. Sgt. Ruben Delgado
Wing Public Affairs

Each day seems endless, as tension mounts to levels almost
unbearable at times. The sun rises and the screaming starts. “Get
out of bed, time to form up, why are you smiling at me, airman,”
all words screamed by the one determined to set the new troop
straight.

In the midst of all the turmoil, a letter arrives from Tech. Sgt.
Vincent Macafore, 917th Maintenance Squadron career assis-
tance advisor, welcoming the new troop to the 917th Wing. The
unique letter-writing program, pioneered by Macafore, is the first
of its kind in the Wing.

 “The airman gets two letters and a short video from the
unit,” Macafore said. “Two weeks into basic training, airmen
receive a letter from their mentor. After six weeks, they get a letter
from me, and once while they are in technical school they receive
a video with a welcome introduction from General Ihle and
information on our aircraft, the B-52 and the A-10.”

Macafore said he goes as far as to personalize their mail with
a patriotic stamp.

“I believe every little thing makes a difference. I want them to
know that they are part of our family,” said Macafore, who got
his idea to communicate with trainees ahead of time from his
maintenance supervisor, Chief Master Sgt. Larry Sheppelman.

“He gave me the idea and told me to make it work, so I did,”
said Macafore. “I took a TDY to Lackland and built a working
relationship with the Guard and Reserve liaisons there.”

“I received a letter from my unit while in basic training,” said
Airman 1st Class Adam Mullins, a recent arrival to the Non-
Destructive Inspections Laboratory. “I really felt like the unit
cared about me. I was the only one in my flight to get a letter
from his new unit. I looked very forward to coming here to the
917th.”

“I find great satisfaction in knowing that I can make a
difference in an airman’s life,” said Macafore. “In my 24 years of

Airmen receive early welcome to Wing

Tech. Sgt. Vincent Macafore, 917th Maintenance Squadron career
assistance advisor, explains career options to Airman 1st Class
Adam Mullins, 917 MXS nondestructive inspection worker. (Photo
by Tech. Sgt. Ruben Delgado)

service,  I have enjoyed this program the most, helping others
build their future in the Air Force Reserve, one troop at a time.”

Wing exceeds goal
during Blood Drive
Tech. Sgt. Richard Taliaferro, 917th
Maintenance Squadron aircraft armament
systems mechanic, donates  blood during the
Wing Blood Drive Oct. 4.  The Wing exceeded
its goal of 17 donors after members were
urged to donate in the name of Lisa Hardel,
wife of Tech. Sgt. Jerry Hardel, 93rd Bomb
Squadron intelligence journeyman. She is ill
and in need of blood. All who wish to donate
on Lisa’s behalf may do so at the the Lifeshare
Blood Centers located on 1523 Doctors Drive
in Bossier City, La.,  or 8910 Linwood Ave., in
Shreveport, La. Call 222-7770 for more
information. (Photo by Tech. Sgt. Ruben
Delgado)
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(This article is part three of a three-part series on
volunteerism.)

By Staff Sgt. Sherri Savant
Wing Public Affairs

The stage lights up, the music plays, and children of all
ages who are burn victims from North Louisiana, step onto
the dance floor. Behind the scenes, working the tracks, is
Torrance Bedford, a Shreveport Firefighter, Wing reservist
and a volunteer at the Louisiana Burn Camp.

Master Sgt. Torrance Bedford, 917th Logistics Readiness
Squadron noncommissioned officer in charge of vehicle
operations, has volunteered at the burn camp, held in
Ruston, La., each June, for the past eight years.

The Ruston burn camp, which is in its twelfth year of
operation, is open free-of-charge only to children who have
been treated for burns, according to Barbara Boyd, director
of the Percy R. Johnson Burn Foundation, which the Ruston
camp operates under. Money is raised through various
charitable events throughout the year to cover camp costs.

“He’s very dependable,” said Boyd. “Whatever you
need him to do, he’s ‘Johnny on the spot.’”

Bedford first volunteered at the camp as a counselor in
1996. Due to work and family obligations, he now works as
the disc jockey for the camp’s annual dance on Thursday
night instead.

“The guy they had doing the music wasn’t so hot,”
Bedford said. “One of the guys said, ‘Man, why don’t you
bring him (Bedford) in?’ I had played music at a fish fry held
for the camp locally. I was asked to come down and play, so
I did.”

“We try to come up with a theme for each dance,” Boyd
said. “This year we celebrated the oldies. Torrance helped
me coordinate getting an Elvis impersonator.”

“The music was old school,” said Bedford. “I didn’t
figure the kids would know who Elvis was. But they did.”

In addition to his work as a D.J., Bedford also volunteers
to help at local fundraising events for the camp throughout the

Turning up the hits
Reservist volunteers as D.J. at Louisiana Burn Camp

Master Sgt. Torrance Bedford, 917th Logistics Readiness Squadron
noncommissioned officer-in-charge of vehicle operations, hands
Airman Patrick Adams, 917 LRS vehicle operator, a vehicle checklist.
A complete inspection of the bus is required prior to its operation and
must be documented on the checklist. (Photo by Tech. Sgt. Ruben
Delgado)

Elvis (or someone similar) sings at the Louisiana Burn Camp held in
June in Ruston, La. Bedford, who volunteers as the disc jockey
each year, was instrumental in coordinating the Elvis impersonator’s
appearance for this year’s dance. (Courtesy photo)

year. He also offers his time as a D.J. for Chief Cheryl T. Denson
Memorial Foundation fundraisers.

Bedford said his parents impressed upon him the importance of
volunteering.

 “It’s (volunteering) a trait I learned from my parents,” Bedford
said, “and one I hope I’ve instilled in my children. I volunteer
whenever possible. Even if it cost me a little, it’s worth it if at least one
person benefits.”

Editors note: In September, Bedford represented the state of
Louisiana at the Firefighters National Burn Camp in Washington,
D.C. He also won the Community Service Award at Gatorfest 2003
for his volunteer work.
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Above: Tech. Sgt. Brad Schoth, 93rd Bomb Squadron aircrew
Maintenance Squadron aircraft guidance and control mechanic
crowd at Gatorfest 2003, held at the Horseshoe Casino Riverdo
Ransom, 917 AMXS aircraft bomb navigation systems mechan
National Guard Band from Carswell Field, Joint Reserve Base,

Maintenance Group

rewards its own

during

Gatorfest 2003
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w life support technician, and Master Sgt. Gary Batchelor, 917th Aircraft
c,  both members of the “Soggy Bottom Boys” hillbilly band, entertain the
ome Oct. 4. (Photo by Master Sgt. Jessica D’Aurizio) Left: Tech. Sgt. J.D.
ic, dances with girlfriend, Sylvia Gaillonardo, to the tunes of the 531st Air
, Fort Worth, Texas.  (Photo by Staff Sgt. Sherri Savant)

Above: Staff Sgt. Angela Ruffin, 917th Maintenance
Operations Squadron inventory management clerk,
walks away after helping seat Gatorfest attendees.
(Photo by Master Sgt. Jessica D’Aurizio)
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Wing news...Wing news...
Time reserved for “award-winning” photos

Beginning Nov. 1, anyone needing to have photos taken for events like Airman
or Noncommissioned Officer of the Month or Quarter should visit the Public
Affairs Office, Bldg. 6803, Rm. 212, between 2-4 p.m. on Sunday of each Unit
Training Assembly.

Pay up, take a hike
Enjoy a beautiful morning of hiking the nature trails on the East Reservation.

The Global Volksmarch (walk or run) is scheduled for Sat., Nov. 1 at the Big Tree
Hiking Trail at 9 a.m. You may choose either the seven or 10-kilometer route and
return for a lunch of grilled burgers and cold drinks. The event is free-of-charge
with the exception of a nominal fee for the burgers and drinks. You may sign up at
the registration table in advance of the walk. Call 456-3426 for more information.

Test your photo skills
The Barksdale Arts and Crafts Center is holding its annual photography con-

test from Nov. 3-28. Active-duty, reservists, family members, retirees and Depart-
ment of Defense civilians are eligible to submit entries. Photos will be judged in the
following groups: monochromatic prints, color prints and digital photos. Catego-
ries are: military life, people, nature/scenic, creative effects, and computer imaging
and enhancements. Awards will be presented in each category. Stop by the Arts &
Crafts Center, Bldg. 4145, for an entry form. For more information, call 456-3140.

Beware of “look-alike” myPay sites
Users of myPay are cautioned to use only the official myPay site: https://

mypay.dfas.mil when seeking to access pay account information. Look-alike sites
have recently frustrated myPay customers who have been confused by acciden-
tally finding their way to a commercial site that is in no way affiliated with the
Defense Finance and Accounting Service or the Department of Defense.

DFAS myPay is a secure, DFAS-operated Web site that allows active-duty,
National Guard and Reseve military members, civilian employees and military retir-
ees and annuitants to take charge of their pay accounts online.

Gator Gazette in need of correction
Last month’s Gator Gazette contained two inaccuracies that must be corrected:

(1) Col. Ed Walker left the 47th Fighter Squadron to assume command of the
Operations Group at the 926th Fighter Wing, New Orleans Naval Air Station Joint
Reserve Base, La., and (2) The front-page photo illustration should be credited to
Tech. Sgt. Brad Grimmett, 917th Security Forces Squadron squad leader.

To use or not use the CAC...that is the question
The Common Access Card will not be used for log-in purposes until further

notice. Beginning in April 2004, the CAC will be used for sending/receiving signed/
encrypted  e-mail. Personal Identification Numbers may be reset in Wing Customer
Service, Bldg. 6803, Rm. 140, in the event members have forgotten their PIN.

Pick up your application packet for SNCOA
The next Senior Noncommissioned Officer Academy Board is ready to review

applicants for the following 2004 SNCOA class dates: March 15 - Apr. 28,  May 3 -
June 17, July 1 - Aug. 17, and Aug. 27- Oct. 14. Application packages are available
in the Wing Education and Training Office, Bldg. 6803, Rm. 152 and must be
submitted no later than Dec. 10, 2003. Applicants must have an official full-length
photograph in dress blues (no jacket or ribbons) included in his or her package.
Contact Tech. Sgt. Brett Holder at 456-7506 for more information.

A little aid in getting paid...
If you regularly experience problems getting

your travel claim(s) paid, these possible solu-
tions may help:

Block 1: Electronic Funds Transfer must be
checked; payment by check is no longer offered.
The split disbursement amount to the
government travel card box must be checked and
a dollar amount entered (even if that amount is
$0), or your travel voucher will be returned to
you, per Secretary of the Air Force directive. The
host base travel office has no option on this
directive. Also, by public law, the GTC must be
used for lodging, rental car and airline ticket costs.
Split disbursement is the fastest way your GTC
debt can be paid.

Block 6e: The e-mail address where you want
your voucher settlement sent must be entered in
this block, because the base travel office will soon
e-mail voucher settlements.

Block 8: The proper order number must be
entered here. The travel office must match the
travel voucher you submitted with the proper
travel order number already entered into its
automated travel system.

Block 9: Put the dollar amount of any previous
payment or advance, even if $0.

Block 15: Your itinerary entered here must
match the itinerary on your travel order, as you
are not authorized to perform any travel not listed
on your travel order and will receive no benefits
for unauthorized travel.

Block 16: You must “X” the own/operate block
if you drove your private auto, or you will not be
paid mileage. By regulation, the travel office
cannot “X” this block for you.

Block 17: Duration of Temporary Duty travel
is the total time of your TDY, not the period of
time you actually travel (like on an airplane).

Block 18: Lodging taxes must be listed
separately from lodging cost. Your travel voucher
will be returned if this cost separation is not done
(The travel office has no choice on this item.).

Block 20a: You must sign your travel voucher
for it to be worked. Your signature as the claimant
is certifying that your claim is valid. Your travel
voucher will be returned to you for lack of your
signature (required by the travel office).

Block 20c: Your supervisor must sign your
travel voucher for it to be worked. Your supervisor
is certifying all claims you made on the voucher
are valid. Only your supervisor may sign this
block. Your voucher will be returned if your
supervisor’s signature is missing (required by
the travel office).

For more information, call Mel Anderson or Billy
Thorn, 917th Wing Financial Management Office,
at 456-9546.
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NEWCOMERS

917 AMXS
Staff Sgt. Louis Bates, Dallas, Texas

Senior Airman Derek Grant, Overton, Texas
917 CES

Master Sgt. William Ward, Doyline, La.
Staff Sgt. Christopher Burke, Fort Worth, Texas
Staff Sgt. Mitchell Randle, San Antonio, Texas

Senior Airman Eddie Collins, Keithville, La.
917 LRS

Senior Airman Dana Smith, Bossier City, La.
Senior Airman Jeremy Tedder, Texarkana, Texas

917 MDS
Maj. Robert Connell, Mt. Pleasant, Texas

Chief Master Sgt. Robert Anderson, Humble, Texas
Tech. Sgt. Dana Leary, Shreveport, La.

917 MOS
Senior Airman Larry Edwards, Jacksonville, Ark.

917 MSF
Staff Sgt. Cherie Rayford, Shreveport, La.

917 WG
Master Sgt. James Bush, Lubbock, Texas
Staff Sgt. Barbara Dilosa, Shreveport, La.

Airman Basic Cornelia Merrill, Henderson, Texas
 93 BS

Maj. John Wells, Universal City, Texas

RETIREMENTS

Col. Richard Schmidt, 917 WG
Lt. Col. Pete Bollinger, 917 OSF

Master Sgt. Rosita Babb, 917 WG

A BIG THANK YOU

“Thanks to all 917th Wing golfers who played in
this year’s championship. We couldn’t have done it

without you.”

-Josh Wendt,  team participant

917th Wing
Salutes

John Dunfee, 917th Wing Military Pay supervisor, Josh Wendt, 917th
Maintenance Squadron aerospace ground equipment mechanic, Steve
Lindberg, 917th Logistics Readiness Squadron noncommissioned officer in
charge of Wing Supply, and Mike Duell, 717th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
aircraft armament systems mechanic, glory in their victory at the Base
Intramural Championship Oct. 2. The 917th Wing has won the base  tournament
for six out of the last eight years. (Photo by Master Sgt. Jessica D’Aurizio)

By Chaplain (Capt.) Ralph DeVaul
Wing Chaplains Office

This Thanksgiving, we have much to be thankful for. Most mem-
bers of our Wing family have returned home from supporting the
war on terrorism.

As we reflect on this year’s Thanksgiving holiday, let’s review
its true meaning by remembering three elements: confession, praise
and thankfulness. Don’t get alarmed by the word confession. In its
context, confession means to declare oneself guilty of missing the
mark.

We all have some target we have missed whether it be a wrong
focus, grumpy attitude, lack of interest or selfishness. Confession is
a self-redeeming quality…our opportunity to make something, like a
relationship, right.

Praise is also an important quality. In fact, it is part of confession.
In our busy lives, we often forget to praise our Lord, coworkers,
friends and loved ones. The Old Testament’s definition or descrip-
tion of thanksgiving gives the idea of aiming for a target with a bow
and arrow. Hunters know they will miss a target if their aim is off or

Thanksgiving: Aim straight for the heart

Fore!

the animal moves. It is the
same way with thanksgiv-
ing.

While planning this
year’s Thanksgiving,
make sure your holiday
is filled with joy, laugh-
ter, friends, fellowship
and faith. Don’t for-
get to fill your bag
with arrows of
thanksgivings,
praise and con-
fession to
those around
you. May God richly bless
you as you aim and shoot straight for the heart.
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How would you compare community support for the war on
terrorism with the support veterans received during Vietnam?Voices:

Airman 1st Class Linus
Walton
917th Mission Support Flight

Staff Sgt. Sherre Holmes
47th Fighter Squadron

“The public is more behind the
military now than they were dur-
ing the Vietnam War.”

“You see a lot more support
for the war on terrorism than you
did during Vietnam.”

Tech. Sgt. Dwayne Richards
917th Mission Support
Flight

“The American public has come
a long way in 30 years by treating
our troops better.”

“Today's troops are consid-
ered heroes just by going to war
unlike during the Vietnam Era.”

Tech. Sgt. Larry Bunn
917th Maintenance
Squadron

By Tech. Sgt. Ruben Delgado and
Staff Sgt. Sherri Savant
Wing Public Affairs

The sun burns hot as a mid-morning breeze
blows the gigantic American flag to and fro,
hanging high above the crowd. Onlookers walk
along slowly, reflecting on the three-quarter replica
of the Vietnam Veteran wall as 58,000 names of
fallen comrades rekindle painful memories of the
past.

The Vietnam Wall Experience, which came to
Bossier City in September, became a remembrance
spot for local veterans and citizens to visit and pay
homage to those who paid the ultimate price
for freedom.

“The Vietnam Wall is a place where we can
come together, regardless of our opinion, to
honor and remember those who served,” said
Master of Ceremonies and retired Col. Lorenz
Walker.

“Vietnam was unlike any war we fought
before, and Americans had a hard time
understanding it,” said Brig. Gen. Jack Ihle,
917th Wing commander and guest speaker. “The
men and women who fought then were just as
courageous as those fighting today in Afghanistan
and Iraq.”

“We at Barksdale are blessed by the support of the Shreve-
port-Bossier City community,” said Ihle. “Family support is key
to our success, and we must remember the sacrifices that our
families make for us.”

Memories of those who died in Vietnam are stirred up in the
hearts of those who reach out and sketch their loved one’s

An American wall of fallen heroes
Local community remembers those who paid ultimate price during Vietnam Wall Experience

name(s), inscribed on the granite, carrying away a small token of
the loss they endured three decades ago.

“I was a senior in high school in 1969, and as my generation
grows older, we recognize the importance of our freedom,” said
Benton Mayor Lynne Mascagni. “There is no way that we can
repay our Armed Forces for their dedication and sacrifice.”

Senior Master Sgt. Steve Lindberg, 917th Logistics
Readiness Squadron noncommissioned officer in

charge of Wing Supply, sketches the name of a friend lost during the Vietnam
Conflict. (Photos by Tech. Sgt. Ruben Delgado)
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November 1-2, 2003
Time Event Location
Saturday
0630-0700 Sign-in Assigned  unit
0700 Wing staff meeting Bldg. 6803, Rm. 105
0700 Intro -- all newcomers Bldg. 6803, Rm. 227
0700 Physical exam (flyers) Base hospital (lobby)
0700-1400 Immunizations Base hospital, 1st floor
0730 Detailed physical exam (non-flyers) Base hospital (lobby)
0730 Routine physical exam Base hospital, 2nd floor
0730-1000 Body fat measurement Flight medicine
0730-1430 Eyeglass inserts Bldg. 4845 (by hospital)
0800-1100 Employer Appreciation Day 47 FS auditorium
0800 Initial Warfare (appointment only) Bldg. 4713, Rm. 329
0800 & 1300 Chem Warfare Refresher Hangar 7
0900 Anti-terrorism training Bldg. 6803, Rm. 227
1000 Training Managers mtg. Bldg. 6803, Rm. 123B
1000 Unit Deployment Managers mtg. Bldg. 6803, Rm. 227
1000 First sergeants’ mtg. Bldg. 6803, Rm. 105
1300 Flightline drivers training Bldg. 6825, 3rd floor
1300 Commanders Support Staff trng. Bldg. 6803, Rm. 105
1400 Unit Advisory Council mtg. Bldg. 6803, Rm. 105
1400 MSG Top Three mtg. Bldg. 6803, Rm. 227
1400 Wing make-up fitness walk Flight line, A-10 hangar
1500 Col. Richard Schmidt retirement Bldg. 6803, Rm. 227
1550-1610  Sign-out   1550--MXS    1600--CES, MSS, WG   1610--MXG

Sunday
0630-0700 Sign in Assigned Unit
0730 Human Relations Bldg. 6803, Rm. 227
0730 Information Management Training Bldg. 4238, STARBASE
0800-1000 Dental Class 3 profile reviews Base dental clinic
0800-1100 ATSO exercise Base “X”
0800-1100 Immunizations Base hospital
0800-1200 Self-Aid Buddy Care Instructor Course Base hospital, 1st floor
0800-1300 Eyeglass inserts Bldg. 4845 (by hospital)
0830 Substance Abuse Bldg. 6803, Rm. 227
0900 Catholic Mass Base Chapel 2
0945 EO First Duty Station Part 1 Bldg. 4714, 3rd Floor
1000-1030 Protestant  services Bldg. 6803, Rm. 227
1230 EOC testing Bldg. 4314, 3rd floor
1300 Chem Warfare Refresher Hangar 7
1300 EO First Duty Station Part 2 Bldg. 4714, 3rd floor
1300 Flightline drivers refresher Bldg. 6825, 3rd floor
1400 SORTS meeting Bldg. 6803, Rm. 105
1400-1600 Portraits taken Bldg. 6803, Rm. 212
1550-1610  Sign-out   1550--MXS    1600--CES, MSS, WG   1610--MXG

Military Personnel Flight
Bldg. 6803, Room 140, 456-9205
Saturday
7 - 11 a.m.  Newcomers in-processing
11 a.m. - 4  p.m. All customer service functions

Sunday
8 a.m. - 2 p.m.  All customer service functions
Monday - Friday
7 a.m. - 4 p.m. All services
NOTE:  Customer Service functions
include in/out processing, ID cards,
DEERS, DD93s, SGLI, vehicle decals,
record reviews, etc.

Base Billeting
Bldg. 5155, 456-3091/3092
Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week
(reservations required)

Lodging
For information on official or space “A” lodging call
1-888-AF-LODGE. Key in the first three letters of
the base you are trying to reach.

Chaplain
Bldg. 6803, Room 229, 456-9179
Friday - Sunday 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Willis (985) 517-0955
Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Eubanks (479) 841-4641
Chaplain (Capt.) DeVaul (713) 502-1124

Red River Dining Hall (Bldg. 4631)
Breakfast  5:30 - 6:30 a.m. Lunch - 717 AMXS
- 11:45, 917 AMXS - 10:30/11:30, CES - noon,
MSS - 11:45, MXG, MOS - 11, MXS - 11:15,
OPS - 11, SFS - 12:15, WG - 11:30
NOTE: You must show ID card,
newcomer’s letter or DD form 1172.

Family Readiness (Bldg. 4713)
Saturday & Sunday  8-11 a.m.

Military drivers license
Military drivers license issue (main UTA), Bldg.
6825, Rm. 240. Sat. & Sun., noon - 2 p.m.

Military Pay
Saturday and Sunday (main UTA) 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Gov. Travel Card Service
Bldg. 6803, Room 203, 456-9546
Monday - Friday, Main UTA 6 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Military clothing issue
Bldg. 6825, Room 218, 456-7177
Wednesday 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Saturday (Main UTA) 1-3 p.m.

Testing schedule
CDC/PME
Wed., 9 a.m., 1 p.m., Bldg. 6803, Rm. 123B
Sun., (Main UTA) 9 a.m. ONLY, Bldg. 6803, Rm.
123B - Course 00005A/00012G
Sun., (Main UTA) 12:30 p.m., Bldg. 4314, Rm. 309
Sun., (Alt. UTA) 1 p.m., Bldg. 6803, Rm. 123B
DANTES/CLEP
Thurs., 9 a.m., 1 p.m., Bldg. 6803, Rm. 152
Sun., (Main UTA) 12:30 p.m., Bldg. 4314, Rm. 309
AFOQT/AFCT
Sunday of UTA on a quarterly basis as scheduled
Call Wing Education and Training at 456-7496/
8066 for times or scheduling requirements.
Gas Mask/Chem Gear Issue
Sat. (main UTA) 7-9 a.m., Bldg. 6811(Mask), Bldg.
6822 (Chem Gear)

SERVICES917th Wing Training Schedule

Know anyone who is looking for a recruiter?
Texarkana, Texas
Tech. Sgt. Matthew Lucas
903-223-7030
Mesquite/Tyler, Texas
Senior Airman Kim Wilhite
972-681-6384/
903-534-8618

Barksdale AFB, La.
Master Sgt. Joe Menna
Master Sgt. Don Copeland
1-800-241-4071
Monroe, La.
Master Sgt. Gary Johnson
318-323-1898

Shreveport, La.
Master Sgt. Ellen Shaheed
318-683-0331
Little Rock AFB, Ark.
Tech. Sgt. TeNeuss Land
501-987-7188
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UTA Schedule
Main
Nov. 1-2
Dec. 6-7
2004
Jan. 10-11
Feb. 7-8
March 6-7
April 3-4
May 1-2
June 5-6
July 10-11
Aug. 7-8
Sept. 11-12
Oct. 2-3
Nov. 6-7
Dec. 4-5

Alternate
Nov. 15-16
No alternate
2004
Jan. 24-25
Feb. 21-22
March 20-21
April 17-18
May 15-16
June 12-13
July 17-18
Aug. 21-22
Sept. 18-19
Oct. 16-17
Nov. 20-21
No alternate

Fitness put to test: Wing members complete
walk in October

By Staff Sgt. Sherri Savant
Wing Public Affairs

Members of the 917th Wing tested their fitness by complet-
ing the required annual three-mile walk Saturday, Oct. 4. Those
who missed the walk will have an opportunity to walk in either
November or December. The first make-up fitness walk is
scheduled for Nov. 1 at 2 p.m., on the flight line.

 To help prepare: (1) Begin walking at a comfortable pace;
(2) Use the talk test; you should be able to talk while you
walk; (3) Wear comfortable footwear; (4) Beware of the
humidity factor; and (5) Consume plenty of water. Contact
Tech. Sgts. Jeffrey Butler or Byron Hardy, 917th Medical
Squadron, at 456-9618/8046 for more information.

Improving fitness: HAWC offers help
Classes on exercise and weight management along with individual consultations (by appointment) will now be offered at the Health

and Wellness Center each main Unit Training Assembly. The following classes will be offered to anyone interested in attending:
Saturday at 1 p.m. - Fit for Duty - information on starting an exercise program and developing good nutrition habits
Sunday at 10 a.m. - Rookie Runner - starting a running program safely and effectively
Sunday at 2 p.m. - Strength and Conditioning - basics of weight training for weight management

Contact Byron Hardy, exercise physiologist, at the HAWC at 456-8046 for more information.

Lt. Cols. John Mooney, 917th Operations Group deputy
commander, and Keith Schultz,  93rd Bomb Squadron B-
52 pilot, celebrate their completion of the three-mile Wing
fitness walk Oct. 4 on the flight line. (Photo by Staff Sgt.
Sherri Savant)


